Venkatappalali

1866- 1949 )

Konda Venkatappaiah can  be rightly acclaimed as the

Father of the Gandhian Movement in Andhra region and one of

those who have given a creative expression  to the great  ideals
that informed their Party's programmes and policies

He was the first and foremost congress leader in Andhra-
desa. He was the leader of the Satyagraha movement - salt
satyagraha; and for that matter, be was the first one to have
started all the movements of Gandhiji in Andhra and laboured
hard for their ultimate triumph in his home town, Guntur As
one of his admirers had said Veokatappiah had made Guntur
into a regular Kurukshetra.

As early as in 1912 Venkatappiah agitated for the Slate
of Andhra. Here again he was the first one to have demanded
Linguistic States, in particular for a separate state for the Telugu
speaking people in India.

Desabbakta, the loving title that was  so affectionately

conferred on him in later years for his genuine patriotic feeling
towards his Country, in particular his home State Andhra had
been truly a well deserved one for all his incessant and Indefati-
gable straggles for the cause of freedom.

. He was not merely a valiant soldier on all fronts  of poli-
tical battles fought by Gandhiji but a constructive   worker who
for many a cause like women's freedom  and facilities
for their education.   He appealed to the Government to permit